
SUBJECT OVERVIEW 

HISTORY 
EXPECTATIONS: 

Early Learning Goals which link to the Curriculum 

Understanding the World (Past and Present) 

Talk about the lives of people around them and their roles in society. 

Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class. 

Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books read in class and storytelling. 

 Key Stage 1 National Curriculum Expectations Key Stage 2 National Curriculum Expectations 

Pupils should be taught about: 
• changes within living memory. Where appropriate, these should be used to reveal 

aspects of change in national life; 

• events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally [for example 

the Great Fire of London, the first aeroplane flight or events commemorated through 

festivals or anniversaries]; 

• the lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national and 

international achievements. Some should be used to compare aspects of life in 

different periods; significant historical events, people and places in their own locality 

Pupils should be taught about: 
• changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age; 
• the Roman Empire and its impact on Britain; 
• Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots; 
• the Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England to the time of 

Edward the Confessor; 

• a local history study; 
• a study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological 

knowledge beyond 1066; 

• the achievements of the earliest civilizations – an overview of where and when the 

first civilizations appeared and a depth study of one of the following: Ancient Sumer; 

The Indus Valley; Ancient Egypt; The Shang Dynasty of Ancient China; 

• Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life and achievements and their influence 

on the western world; 

a non-European society that provides contrasts with British history – one study 

chosen from: early Islamic civilization, including a study of Baghdad c. AD 900; 

Mayan civilization, c. AD 900; Benin (West Africa) c. AD 900-1300. 



SUBJECT OVERVIEW 

STATEMENTS OF: 

INTENT 

The History Curriculum Riverside intends to develop pupils’ understanding of key events in Britain’s history. It helps pupils begin exploring how Britain has affected, and been 
affected by, cultures from around the world. It aims to teach children about some ancient non-European civilisations through a study of their way of life and their achievements and 
legacy. The rich local history of Bermondsey is also a focus so that pupils develop interest and pride in their immediate locality. The aim is for students to develop accurate factual, 
including chronological, knowledge as well as to acquire important skills such as understanding how the past is represented and interpreted in different ways and how sources of 

evidence can be analysed to teach us about the past. Pupils will develop higher-level reasoning skills through open-ended tasks where they are asked to make a historically-
grounded judgement and then explain and justify their thinking. Pupils will use their written communication skills to present their knowledge fluently, using accurate dates and 

historical vocabulary. 

IMPLEMENTATION 
The History Curriculum is implemented through an interesting and relevant scheme of work, which covers the National Curriculum requirements, but which also reflects Riverside’s 
unique location and diverse school community. Progression has been embedded into the units of work through carefully chosen objectives and activities. This includes the following 

historical enquiry skills: cause and consequence; continuity and change; enquiry and historical interpretations. Other important concepts such as chronology and legacy are also 
covered. ‘Timebox’, which is an activity focussed on developing pupils’ recall of chronology, is taught through sessions in addition to History lessons themselves. Substantive 

knowledge is delivered through a focus on ‘Characteristic features’ of an era as well as through the regular review of important themes such as ‘democracy, civilisation and empire’. 
Opportunities for pupils to revisit and enhance their previous learning around these concepts is planned into the curriculum. Teachers are encouraged to make cross-curricular links 
between History and other subjects, especially English. This deepens their subject knowledge and gives pupils the opportunity to practise their written communication skills, using 

dates accurately and, by, Upper Key Stage 2, to write showing nuanced understanding of a particular era or event, which avoids over-generalisations. Relevant trips to museums and 
places of local interest form an integral part of the Curriculum, bringing learning to life and making it enjoyable for all. 

IMPACT 
 

The impact of the History Curriculum is evident in many ways. Leaders regularly carry out book scrutinies, which show that the activities set out in the units of work, as designed by 
subject leaders to ensure quality and progression, are being followed and that pupils’ written work is at the expected standard and level of difficulty for their age group. Books are 

marked regularly and ‘next steps’ marking takes place so that pupils’ understanding is deepened and misconceptions are addressed. At the end of each unit, children respond to a 
key question related to the learning which gives them the opportunity to demonstrate their depth of knowledge, including the use of historical vocabulary. Each unit of work is 

assessed according to standards as set out by specialist History organisations. When important concepts are revisited, or when pupils record what they “already know” at the start of 
each new unit, most pupils are able to recall prior knowledge. Pupils’ enthusiasm when attending trips, and their excitement when they discover new facts about their current History 

topic, is evidence of their enjoyment in this subject. 
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EYFS KS1 LKS2 UKS2 

Talk about the lives of the people around them 
and their roles in society. 
 
 
 

Pupils can: 

• start to show some basic 
understanding of the terms, legacy, 
empire. 

• talk and write about things from the past 
using some historical vocabulary and 
some accurate dates 

 

Pupils can: 

• build on prior knowledge to start to gain 
further understanding of substantive 
concepts: legacy, empire, invasion, 
civilisation, 

• understand some key characteristics of the 
periods studied, eg. Old to New Stone 
Age, then Bronze and Iron Age eg. 
identifying farming, types of pots, 
domesticated animals, type of settlement, 
type of metal. 

• understand that people in the past had a 

range of different ways of looking at their 

world and can explain ideas – explain 

some of beliefs underpinning Saxon ideas 

about justice. 

 

Pupils can: 

• build on prior knowledge to start to gain 
further understanding of substantive 
concepts: legacy, empire, invasion, 
civilisation, transportation. 

• understand that people's experiences varied 

depending on status e.g. they understand 

that women’s position in Greek society was 
very different in Athens and Sparta OR 

depending on whether they were rich, poor 

or a slave. 

•  explain beliefs and attitudes in terms of why 

people might have had those ideas – belief 

in maize god and importance of maize to 

Mayan’s way of life. 
• describe and explain ways of life at different 

levels of society and understand that people 

would have different outlooks on life 

depending on their social standing. They 

instinctively avoid sweeping generalization 

saying instead, it all depends on who you 

were, what position you had in society 
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EYFS KS1 LKS2 UKS2 

  Pupils can: 

• see simple changes between beginning 
and end of a very long period eg. How 
much did life change when men learned 
to farm? 

• recognise changes over shorter period 
e.g. between Old Stone Age and New 
Stone and Age and between the Bronze 
Age and the Iron Age 

• grasp that change can happen quite 
quickly and can be reversed e.g. 
struggle between the Saxons and 
Vikings 

 

Pupils can: 

• recognise that some changes are called a 
revolution because of the scale and 
widespread nature – Industrial Revolution 

• realise that not all change is welcomed by 
everyone e.g. Victorian railways /Brutalist 
architecture / immigration 

• see that some changes lead to others e.g. 
inventions in power affect transport 
factories etc. 

• understand what is meant by a turning 
point e.g. Battle of Britain in context of 
World War Two 
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EYFS KS1 LKS2 UKS2 

 Pupils can: 

• give a simple reason why a real 
person acted as they did in a 
historical situation eg. Mary Seacole 

• explain simple causes eg. why the 
Wright Brothers succeeded where 
others failed / why the Great Fire 
spread so quickly 

• explain consequences of events eg 
results of Wright Brothers’ inventions 
/ consequences of Great Fire, using 
some accurate historical vocabulary 
and dates 

 

Pupils can: 

• explain that events have more than one 
cause eg. understand multiple reasons 
why Saxons wanted to invade Britain 

• start to classify causes in different 
categories eg. sorting Mayflower 
pilgrims’ motivations for sailing into 
religious / other reasons 

• know the long and short term 
consequences of the pilgrims’ arrival on 
the lives of the Wampanoag people 

 

Pupils can: 

• see causes might be connected in some 
way; one cause might be linked to 
another making the event much more 
likely to happen eg. why the Mayan 
civilisation ended 

• start to express explanation of cause / 
effect in term of relative importance 
backed up by reasoned argument e.g. 
The main reason was... Also important... 
Some people think; eg. consequences of 
invention of railways / Brunel’s inventions 
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EYFS KS1 LKS2 UKS2 

 Pupils can: 

• spot differences between versions, e.g 
they see that pictures in books vary in 
how they depict details. For example: 
what Florence Nightingale’s lamp looked 
like 

• realise that there may be more than one 
way of looking at a significant historical 
person, e.g soldiers loved Florence 
Nightingale, whereas many of the 
nurses were critical of her. 

Pupils can: 

• see that there are often different 
interpretations because the gaps in the 
evidence are so large they have to be 
filled by imaginative reconstruction eg. 
Boudica 

• realise that history is continuously being 
rewritten; if we find more we have to 
rewrite the past e.g. discoveries at Jorvik 
in relation to Vikings 

• understand that some interpretations 
might be more accurate and reliable than 
others, by use of their own background 
knowledge e.g. This version is not 
accurate because it shows the Vikings just 
to be raiders. We know from the evidence 
that has been discovered that they were 
traders too 

Pupils can: 

• Identify why there are so many versions of 
different events – Greek Marathon run; to 
suggest reasons why there are so many 
different versions of one event 

• understand that all history is to some 
extent interpretations and see why some 
people might write different versions of the 
same event; Even when using the same 
evidence historians can put a different 
gloss on events eg. interpretations of 
Churchill 

• grasp that interpretations might differ 
depending on the aspect that people are 
looking at eg views of the Victorians might 
be more positive if looking at benefits of 
industrialization and empire, and more 
negative if looking at child labourKS2 
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 Pupils can: 

• explain how we know what happened at 
the first aeroplane flight – eg. there is a 
newspaper article which shows us / 
Mary Seacole’s actions 

• Explain that there are different types of 
evidence and sources, such as 
photographic and written, that can be 
used to help represent the past 

 

 

 

 

Pupils can: 

• make simple deductions from evidence 
given 

• Combine information from at least two 
different sources 

• start to raise questions about what the 
evidence tells us 

Pupils can: 

• evaluate usefulness of different sources 

• some sources need to be treated cautiously 
eg. propaganda posters for evacuation 

• start to think of reasons why a source might 
be unreliable 
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EYFS KS1 LKS2 UKS2 

Pupils can: 

• Know some similarities and differences 
between things in the past and now, 
drawing on their experiences and what 
has been read in class. 

• Understand the past through settings, 
characters and events encountered in 
books read in class and storytelling. 

Pupils can: 

• describe memories and changes that 
have happened in their own lives 

• order dates and events studied from 
earliest to latest on simple timelines 

• use words and phrases (such as old, 
new, earliest, latest, past, present, 
future, century, new, newest, old, oldest, 
modern, before and after) to show the 
passing of time, in relation to specific 
individuals 

Pupils can: 

• understand some of the key 
characteristics of the period being studied 
and can spot anachronisms e.g. they 
wouldn't have had these things in those 
days, such as tractors in Ancient Egypt 

• sequence events in simple narrative e.g. 
Boudicca’s revolt 

• talk about the past in terms of periods e.g. 
Egyptian, Roman; 

• realise that Ancient means thousands of 
years ago; 

• use some key dates as important markers 
of events e.g Claudius’ invasion, 
Boudicca’s revolt 

 

LKS2 

Pupils can: 

• use more sophisticated time markers within, 
as well as between 2 periods of time eg. 
towards end of Mayan empire 

• appreciate ideas of duration and interval. e.g. 
how long the Greek legacy has lasted 

• use dates and specific terms confidently to 
establish period detail e.g. when describing 
different phases of evacuation, referring to 
outbreak of war in September 39, Phoney 
war, Blitz; 

• independently match simple iconic images to 
each of the periods KS2 

 

 


