
 
 

Greetings from Westminster City School! 

 

I hope this message finds you safe and well, as we approach half-term and the Year 7 application 

deadline of 31 October. To help with your decision-making on secondary school places, we are 

offering a number of ways to see if Westminster City School is right for your son. 

 

Virtual open day 

Our virtual open day webpage lets you find out more about Westminster City School from the 

comfort of your own home. Please visit: www.wcsch.com. 

 

Private tours 

Our private tours let you visit our School, taking place outside of school hours to help keep 

everyone safe. To book a tour, please visit: www.wcsch.com/1159/private-tours-of-our-school. 

 

Applying to Westminster City School 

Applications for Year 7 entry in September 2021 must be received by 31 October 2020. There 

are four simple steps that all 

applicants must follow. For more 

information, please see: 

www.wcsch.com/744/apply-year-7. 

 

Best wishes, 

Mr Peter Broughton 

Headteacher 

 

Mr Broughton is pictured with Victor, 

who started at Oxford this autumn. 

Victor first joined Westminster City 

School in Year 7 and was awarded 

A*A*A in his A Levels. 

 

 

Year 9 pupil, Joel, talks about his experience of returning to Westminster City School in autumn 

2020, following the lockdown and remote learning: 

 

September was the light at the end of a tunnel for Westminster City School. After five months of 

lockdown, pupils and students started flooding through our School gates, day by day.  

 

With a dangerous pandemic sweeping the globe, some parents (especially those of Year 7 pupils) 

were worried about sending their child to school. The mother of one Year 7 explained, “I was at 

first hesitant about sending my child because the pandemic is still here, but I eventually gave in. I 

worried for the whole day until my son came home and talked to me about all the safety 

procedures our School had put in place, so I was very relieved and happy.” 

 



Even my mother was, at first, afraid of sending me back to school and, to be honest, I was too. I 

was scared that all my friends were going to have changed somehow over the five months and 

moved on without me or that I was going to get ill and give it to my mother. Then I went back to 

Westminster City School and we have to use hand sanitiser wherever we go, my year 

group/bubble has a whole part of the building to themselves, we have to wear masks when 

walking through corridors and downstairs, and it turns out my friends are the same as always! 

After my first day was done, I was excited for the next school day. 

 

There are a lot of other differences 

this Michaelmas term 2020. We eat in 

a giant marquee in the middle of the 

playground, we are only allowed in 

one half of our School’s Dacre 

Building, and we stay in the same 

classroom most of the day. Yet there 

are also things that are the same! We 

still have the same tutor groups and 

most of us have the same form tutor. 

We still have the same amount of time 

for break and lunch. 

 

Overall, the first month of school has demonstrated our togetherness as a community. Even with 

all the differences at Westminster City School right now, we still find a way to be strong together. 

 

This article was written by current Year 9 pupil, Joel (pictured) and featured in Westminster City Council's 

MyWestminster newsletter. We would like to thank Joel, as aspiring journalist, for taking the time to 

write about how he has found returning to school this autumn. 

 

 

Sport is still a big part of life at our School, even if PE lessons are quite different this term. 

 

Pupils now walk from our Palace St site to 

nearby Green Park for their weekly lesson, 

with the fresh air, conversations and healthy 

walk beneficial for all. Once they arrive at 

Green Park, each lesson consists of a high 

intensity fitness session, long distance 

running and football.  

 

Mr Huxley, Director of Sport, said: “I am 

delighted to report that behaviour and 

conduct has been excellent. Pupils walk 

sensibly and adhere to social distancing.  

 

“Similarly, their application at Green Park, has been exceptional. In normal circumstances we 

teach table tennis, basketball and handball this term, so the way pupils have engaged with new 

sports, that are not necessarily their expectation or choice, has been admirable. The maturity and 

team work has not gone unnoticed by staff, as we work to provide a secure sporting curriculum.” 

 

Westminster City School’s PE curriculum is designed to inspire pupils to develop competence and 

confidence in different sporting activities, thus supporting their health and fitness. 

 



 

Michaelmas term sees individual instrumental lessons continuing for our pupils. 

 

Music remains at the heart of our 

School so, even during lockdown, 

instrumental lessons took place 

remotely for many. With all now back 

at Palace Street, our individual 

instrumental lessons in brass, strings 

and woodwind, plus piano, guitar and 

drums, take place in real-life again. 

 

Mr Cecile, from our Music 

Department, explains: “Michaelmas 

term would normally see our 

ensemble groups rehearsing each 

week, as we prepare for our forthcoming concerts. We are disappointed that, at present, such 

activity cannot take place. Yet we are thrilled that our individual instrumental lessons can 

continue, with pupils and our peripatetic music team meeting at Westminster City School. 

 

“There are so many benefits to learning an instrument – it teaches you to persevere, to manage 

your time and to be responsible, whilst building creativity and confidence. Music allows you to 

express yourself and has been shown to relieve stress, which are obvious beneficial for all young 

people following the challenges of lockdown.” 

 

Our individual instrumental lessons run during the school day, making use of our Music 

Department’s rehearsal rooms, which are regularly cleaned and a suitable size for safe social 

distancing. As well as experiencing the joy of learning an instrument, and developing valuable skills, 

pupils can also choose to take their ABRSM and Trinity Grade examinations. 

 

 

Summer 2020 saw outstanding results in both GCSEs and A Levels at Westminster City School. 

 

GCSE Results Day 2020 saw our pass rate rise to the highest in our history, with 83% of all 

grades at 4 and above. Our GCSE pass rate has been above the national average for a number of 

years and August 2020 was no exception, with the national pass rate for England at 79%. In 

addition, 34% of all our School’s GCSEs were graded at 9 to 7, which corresponds to the old-style 

top grades of A* and A, and is another 

record for Westminster City School. 

 

While socially distant celebrations 

took place on GCSE Results Day, two 

pupils did not need to worry about 

keeping apart. Twins Fatih and Cenk 

were awarded a fantastic set of 

results, which included grades 9 in 

Chemistry, in Physics and in Turkish 

for Fatih. They are now studying the 

same A Levels – Biology, Chemistry 

and Mathematics – in our Sixth Form. 

 



A Level Results Day 2020 also saw a set of fantastic results for Westminster City School’s Sixth 

Form, as almost 10% of our year group received an A* and our pass rate rose to a fantastic 100%.  

 

In addition, all of our Year 13 applied to start university this autumn, with three students joining 

Cambridge or Oxford, and a third of our cohort heading to prestigious Russell Group universities.  

 

You can hear some of our outgoing Year 13 students talking about their university plans in our 

short A Level Results Day 2020 video at: https://vimeo.com/449233436. 

 

A state-funded comprehensive for boys, with a mixed sixth form, Westminster City School is just 

minutes from Buckingham Palace and the Houses of Parliament. We are a short walk from 

Victoria train and tube station, and from St James Park tube station, and are served by around 20 

different bus routes. This enables a safe and smooth commute for all. 

 

Our School has a strong Christian ethos, welcoming those of all faiths and of none. Our diverse 

pupil body reflects the modern city around us, so we are proud to have links to over 100 different 

countries amongst our School community. 

 

We offer exceptional learning and pastoral support to ensure all pupils reach their potential. 

Alongside this, we provide extra-curricular activities and events, plus guidance on future studies 

and careers, that equip our young people with the life-skills and experiences needed to flourish. 

 

Our inspirational 

alumni make a 

difference across the 

globe, and include 

Star Wars actor John 

Boyega and Wes 

Streeting, MP for 

Ilford North (both 

pictured on a return 

visit to our School). 

 

Remember to keep 

up-to-date with our 

news by following us 

on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/wcsch/ and Twitter: https://twitter.com/WCS_school. 

 

Our virtual open day webpage lets you find out more about Westminster City School from the 

comfort of your own home. Please visit: www.wcsch.com. 

 

Our private tours let you visit our School, taking place outside of school hours to help keep 

everyone safe. To book a tour, please visit: www.wcsch.com/1159/private-tours-of-our-school. 

 

Applications for Year 7 entry in September 2021 must be received by 31 October 2020. There 

are four simple steps that all applicants must follow when applying. For more information, please 

see: www.wcsch.com/744/apply-year-7. 

 

 


