
Year 5 book list for the summer: 

 

1, Harry Potter by J K Rowling: Make 

your way through the 7 Harry Potter 

books and follow his magical journey 

against Lord Voldemort. 

 

 

2, Brightstorm by Vashti Hardy: Twins Arthur and Maudie receive word in Lontown 

that their famous explorer father died in a failed attempt to reach South Polaris. Not 

only that, but he has been accused of trying to steal fuel from his competitors before 

he died! The twins don't believe the news, and they answer an ad to help crew a new 

exploration attempt in the hope of learning the truth and salvaging their family's rep-

utation. As the winged ship Aurora sets sail, the twins must keep their wits about 

them and prove themselves worthy of the rest of the crew. But will Arthur and 

Maudie find the answers they seek?  

 

3, Who let the Gods out by Maz Evans: Elliot's mum is ill and his home is under threat, 

but a shooting star crashes to earth and changes his life forever. The star is Virgo - a 

young Zodiac goddess on a mission. But the pair accidentally release Thanatos, a 

wicked death demon imprisoned beneath Stonehenge, and must then turn to the old 

Olympian gods for help. After centuries of cushy retirement on earth, are Zeus and 

his crew up to the task of saving the world - and solving Elliot's problems too? 

 

4, Artemis Fowl by Eoin Colfer: Twelve-year-old Artemis Fowl is a millionaire,               

a genius, and above all, a criminal mastermind. But even Artemis doesn't know what 

he's taken on when he kidnaps a fairy, Captain Holly Short of the LEPrecon Unit. 

These aren't the fairies of bedtime stories—they're dangerous! Full of unexpected 

twists and turns, Artemis Fowl is a riveting, magical adventure.  

 

5, The Breadwinner by Deborah Ellis:  Since the Taliban took over Afghanistan, 11-

year-old Parvana has rarely been outdoors. Barred from attending school, shopping 

at the market, or even playing in the streets of Kabul, the heroine of Deborah Ellis's 

engrossing children's novel The Breadwinner is trapped inside her family's one-room 

home. That is, until the Taliban hauls away her father and Parvana realises that it's up 

to her to become the "breadwinner" and disguise herself as a boy to support her 

mother, two sisters, and baby brother.  



 

6, The Wonder Garden by Jenny Broom & Kristjana S. Williams: Open the gates of 

the Wonder Garden to explore five of Earth's most extraordinary habitats, each 

filled with incredible creatures and epic scenery. Trek through the Amazon Rainfor-

est, travel to the Chihuahuan Desert, dive in the Great Barrier Reef, delve deep into 

the Black Forest and stand on the roof of the world - the Himalayan Mountains - to 

see nature at its wildest. Breathtaking, engraved illustrations bring to life Earth's 

spectacular Wonder Garden.   

 

7, The Butterfly Lion by Michael Morpurgo: Trying to run away from boarding 

school in England, a boy encounters an old woman who tells him the story of Bertie 

and his beautiful white lion.  

 

 

8, Krindlekrax by Phillip Ridley: Ruskin Splinter is small and thin, with knock-knees, 

thick glasses and a squeaky voice, and the idea of him taming a dragon makes the 

whole class laugh. Big, strong Elvis is stupid but he looks like a hero. So who is more 

likely to get the big part in the school play? But when the mysterious beast, 

Krindlekrax, threatens Lizard Street and everyone who lives there, it is Ruskin who 

saves the day and proves he is the stuff that heros are made of after all.  

 

9, Hacker by Malorie Blackman: MESSAGE: THIS IS THE SYSTEM OPERATOR. WHO IS 

USING THIS ACCOUNT? PLEASE IDENTIFY YOURSELF . . . When Vicky’s father is ar-

rested, accused of stealing over a million pounds from the bank where he works, 

she is determined to prove his innocence. But how? There’s only one way – to 

attempt to break into the bank’s computer files. Even if Vicky is the best hacker in 

the world, will she find the real thief before they find her?  

 

10, When Hitler Stole Pink Rabbit by Judith Kerr:  Suppose your country began to 

change. Suppose that without your noticing, it became dangerous for some people 

to live in Germany any longer. Suppose you found, to your complete surprise, that 

your own father was one of those people. That is what happened to Anna in 1933. 

She was nine years old when it began, too busy with her schoolwork and tobogan-

ning to take much notice of political posters, but out of them glared the face of 

Adolf Hitler, the man who would soon change the whole of Europe. Anna suddenly 

found things moving too fast for her to understand. One day, her father was unaccountably missing. 

Then she herself and her brother Max were being rushed by their mother, in alarming secrecy, away 

from everything they knew – home and schoolmates and well-loved toys – right out of Germany… 


