
Week 3 

Starter 

Word ladders 

Change a letter each time so you eventually get the word on the bottom. You cannot rearrange the 

letters within the word. The word below each other word must be exactly the same apart from one 

letter. 

 

 

Chapter 11 

Why did the Marshlanders fall to their knees when they saw the king? 

How is the king being when he says this comment about the Marhslanders? 

 

What is the meaning of feeble minded? 

 

If you were a market seller/vendor in the different cities of Cornucopia awaiting the king, 

what product could they sell him or his men they would buy? 

Could think about food – wine, cheese, meat etc or pillow for the lord’s sore bottom, anti 

sickness tablets having drunk too much wine. 

 

 

 



 

Shared write 

 

 

Tuesday 

Word Ladder  

Change a letter each time so you eventually get the word on the bottom. 

You cannot rearrange the letters within the word. The word below each 

other word must be exactly the same apart from one letter. 

Chapter 12 

What is the meaning of vain in the below piece of text? 

 

What is the meaning of a consoling pat? 

 

 

Why at this point would the king suddenly want the two lords to go find his sword and 

equipment? 

 

How do you think the two lords would react as they walk off to find the king’s things? What 

would they talk about? 

 

Write a playscript of a conversation between the two lords as they go off to find the king’s 

items. Think about the mocking tone of the two lords and perhaps how they don’t believe 

that the king saw the Ickabog. See class example below. 



 

 

 

Wednesday 

Word Ladder 

Chapter 13 – word ladder starter 

Change a letter each time so you eventually get the word on the bottom. You 

cannot rearrange the letters within the word. The word below each other word 

must be exactly the same apart from one letter. 

 

 

 

Based on where they are, what do you think the meaning of fetid could be? 

 

What is a blunderbuss? 

The below extract is as Spittleworth retell the fictional story of Major Beamish’s demise. 

What key parts of the speech were useful in getting Roach on board with their scheme? 



 

At what point do we know that Roach is going along with the story? 

Why do the men talk in this way, not acknowledging what has actually happened even 

though they know they are lying to each other?  

 

Shared write – Write a newspaper article reporting on the death of Major Beamish. You 

could use the eyewitness accounts of the lords and Roach as witness statements.  

 

Chapter 14 Thursday 

Word ladder starter 

Change a letter each time so you eventually get the word on the bottom. You cannot rearrange the 

letters within the word. The word below each other word must be exactly the same apart from one 

letter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Can you explain the meaning of the phrase, fan the king’s fears? 



 

Why does Spittleworth need to keep the key himself? 

 

When Spittleworth says Your Majesty is too shrewd to be fooled how is he being when 

saying this? 

 

Knowing what we do about the king, why does he easily accept Spittleworth’s version of the 

event where the king has attacked the Ickabog?  

 

Shared write. Children will be writing a memoir from King Fred’s point of view in regards to 

the new accepted version of the event – discuss the idea of a memoir and how it is an 

historical account written from personal experience. Discuss how the king would want to be 

remembered when he is long gone – would he want to be remembered as a hero or a 

coward? How does this impact how is memoir will sound? 

Chapter 15  Friday 

Word ladder starter 

Change a letter each time so you eventually get the word on the bottom. You cannot rearrange the 

letters within the word. The word below each other word must be exactly the same apart from one 

letter. 



 

 

 

 

 

What is the meaning of the phrase, seasoned with a little pinch of anxiety? 

 

Why is the simile spread through the crowd like flames an effective simile? 

 

Why was Daisy the first to realise what had happened to Major Beamish? 

What words show that Mrs Beamish had realised what had happened? 

 

Writing – What do you think the people of Chouxville with think of the king now? Do you 

think they will be annoyed and disappointed? Or do you think they’ll think he is a hero? 

Write a short paragraph detailing what you think the people of Chouxvillle will think of the 

king and give your reasons why. 


